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Atrichocera palawana sp. nov. is described and illustrated from Palawan island, the Philip-

pines. Currently 4 species of the genus Atrichocera known in the world fauna. This is the 

first record of this genus in the Philippine archipelago. The article includes a species cata-

log of this genus. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Philippine longhorn beetle fauna has 

been intensively studied in recent years. 

Many new species are discovered and de-

scribed every year. This article also de-

scribes a species of the genus Atrichocera 

Aurivillius, 1911 (Coleoptera: Cerambyci-

dae), which is new to science, collected on 

the island of Palawan. 

 

Genus Atrichocera belongs to the subfamily 

Lamiinae Latreille, 1825 and tribe Apo-

mecynini Thomson, 1860. In the world fau-

na, 4 species of this genus are known so far, 

distributed in the Oriental region.  

Atrichocera celebensis Breuning, 1943 de-

scribed from Sulawesi, Atrichocera  

laosensis Breuning, 1965 is known from 

Laos, Atrichocera moultoni Aurivillius, 

1911- from Borneo and new species - from 

Palawan. Until now, there were no data on 

the occurrence of this genus in the Philip-

pine archipelago. 

 

According Roguet (2023) the subfamily 

Lamiinae has 74 tribes, 2627 genera (plus 

389 non-nominal subgenera) and 20379 

species (plus 1383 non-nominal subspe-

cies), but the tribe Apomecynini has 1815 

species (plus 45 non-nominal subspecies) 

combined to 231 genera (plus 18 non-

nominal subgenera).  
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The discovery of a new species of the genus 

Atrichocera in the Philippine athipelago 

significantly adds to the information on the 

distribution of its species in the world    

fauna. 

 

 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 
The studied material (holotype) is deposited 

in the beetles collection of Daugavpils Uni-

versity, Institute of Life Sciences and Tech-

nology, Coleopterological Research Centre 

(DUBC; Ilgas, Daugavpils Distr., Latvia). 

 

The laboratory research and measurements 

have been performed using Nikon AZ100, 

Nikon SMZ745T and Zeiss Stereo Lumar 

V12 digital stereo microscopes, NIS-

Elements 6D software. The habitus photo-

graph was obtained with a digital camera 

Canon EOS 6D with Canon MP-E65 mm 

macro lens, using Helicon Focus automon-

tage and subsequently was edited with Pho-

toshop. All measurements are given in mil-

limeters.  

 

In the present paper we followed the taxo-

nomic nomenclature provided by 

Tavakilian, Chavillotte  (2023). 

 

 

RESULTS 

 
Atrichocera palawana sp. nov. 

(Fig. 1) 

 

Type specimen: Holotype: Female. 

/Philippines: Palawan Isl., / Roxas, 

01.2023, / local collector leg./ [handwrit-

ten]; // HOLOTYPUS:/ Atrichocera / pa-

lawana sp. nov. / A.Barševskis, / M.N. Me-

dina det. 2023 [red label, handwritten] 

(DUBC). 

 

 
Fig. 1. Atrichocera palawana sp. nov.    

(holotype) 

 

Description. Body elongated, brown. Ely-

tra with a rough surface and pushed out 

sharp ends. Body lenght 11.8 mm, maximal 

width: 4.4 mm.  

 

Head dark-brown, transverse, flatt, deeply 

impressed between antennal bases, with 

bilobate convex eyes. Surface of head with 

sparse punctures and very dense yellow 

pubescence, between eyes, with thin elon-

gated middle line, which continued to clyp-

eus. Frontal portion of head with fine and 

dense yellow pubescence. Cheeks covered 

with dense yellow pubescence and sparse 

punctures.  Labrum dark - brown, cowered 

with sparse pubescence. Clypeus dark-

brown, transverse, shiny. Mandibles black, 

with sharp apex, massive, wide, shiny, lat-

eral sides with pubescence. Antennae 

brown, relatively short, longer than apex of 

elytra, covered with dense yellow pubes-

cence, between with black punctures. Basal 

antennomere cylindric, thicker than others. 
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Antennomeres 3-9 slightly darkened apical-

ly, but antennomeres10-11- unicolor brown.  

 

Pronotum laterally with rough surface, cov-

ered with dense brown pubescence, yellow-

brown elongaate middle line and two lateral 

yellow-brown bands of dense pubescence. 

Pronotum neck-shaped narrowed in apical 

and basal portions. Pronotal disc between 

pubescence with coarse dark punctures.  

 

 
 

Fig. 2 Atrichocera moultoni Aurivillius, 

1911 (holotype) (Bezark 2023) 

 

General distribution: Philippines: Pa-

lawan Island. 

 

Scutellum apically ronded, with yellow-

brown pubescence. Pars stridens not visible 

because it is under the posterior edge of the 

pronotum.  

 

Elytra with a rough surface and pushed out 

sharp ends. Dorsal surface of elytra covered 

with brown pubescence and some irregular 

rised lines of yellow and black pubescence. 

Punctation of elytra very dense, but lines of 

dark dots are visible. The humeral ridges 

are weakly expressed, but the portion of the 

elytra along the suture behind the scutellum 

is elevated. Suturae especially from the 

middle to the apex very distinct, raised. 

 

Ventro-lateral surface of body covered with 

very densy yellow-brown pubescence. Legs 

relatively short, massive, covered with very 

dense yellow-brown pubescence, except 

femora of the hind legs, which are com-

pletely smooth on the inside, shining and 

without pubescence. 

 

Differential diagnosis. The new species 

differs from Borneo's Atrichocera moultoni 

Aurivillius, 1911 by a different pattern on 

the elytra: there is no black longitudinal 

band behind the scutellum, along the su-

turae extending to the middle and then di-

viding into two obliquely widened bands 

and one detached oval spot before the apex. 

 

Etymology.  This species is named after the 

Palawan island, where it occurs [Palawan - 

palawanus]. 

 

 

CATALOG 

 

Atrichocera celebensis Breuning, 1943 

 

Literature: Breuning 1943: 63; Breuning 

1960: 160; Breuning 1964: 352, 353. 

Distribution: Indonesia: Sulawesi. 

Type deposited: Museo Civico di Storia 

Naturale «Giacomo Doria», Genova. 

 

 

Atrichocera laosensis Breuning, 1965 

 

Literature: Breuning 1965: 45; Rondon, 

Breuning 1970: 361. 

Distribution: Laos: Paksane. 

Type deposited: Bernice Pauahi Bishop 

Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. 
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Atrichocera moultoni Aurivillius, 1911 

Literature: Aurivillius 1911: 220; Auriv-

illius 1913: 15; Aurivillius 1923: 363; 

Breuning 1960: 160; Breuning 1964: 352, 

Heffern 2005: 42. 

Distribution: Indonesia & Malaysia: Bor-

neo. 

Type deposited: Naturhistoriska Riksmu-

seet, Stockholm, Sweden. 

 

 

Atrichocera palawana sp. nov.  

 

Literature: (in press.) 

Distribution: Philippines: Palawan. 

Type deposited: Daugavpils University 

Beetles Collection, Daugavpils, Ilgas, Lat-

via. 
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