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INTRODUCTION

Genus Magdalis Germar contains more than 100
described species (Morris 2002, Egorov et al.
1996). Most of them occur in the Palaearctic re-
gion, only little more than 20 are known from
Nearctic (Barrios 1986). In Poland, 17 species have
been known so far (Wanat & Mokrzycki 2005)
and biology of most species are well known. Lar-
vae, generally, feed inside branches and trunks
of dead or declining trees, both coniferous
(mainly Pinus) and deciduous (e.g. Betula,
Fagus, Quercus, Salix). Single species feed on
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trees and shrubs of Rosaceae. Some species are
highly important in economic terms as pests of
coniferous trees.

Magdalis caucasica (Tour.) has been described
on the basis of specimens from Caucasus Moun-
tains (Tournier 1872) and nowadays it is known
from single, sparse localities in Europe and Asia.
From Ukraine it is known from Transcarpathia
(Mazur 2002), the vicinity of Kharkov (Terekhova
2008) and Kiev (Nazarenko 2010). In Germany, it
was found in Saxony (Buse et al 2009),
Brandenburg (Esser 2013), region of Magdeburg
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(Behne 1981) and the nature reserve Leipziger
Auenwald near Leipzig (Richter 2009). In Czech
Republic has been recorded from Central Bohe-
mian Region, additional from Slovak Karst and
Muráň Plateau in Slovakia (Benedikt et al 2010).
Furthermore, general information on occurrence
of this species is known from Italy (Stoch 2003),
Austria (Burakowski et al 1995), France, Greece
and Turkey (Tempére & Péricart 1989). The spe-
cies reach the north border of its range in Latvia
(Balalaikins 2012).

Löbl and Smetana (2013) mentioned M. caucasica
from Poland, but this information is incorrect and
undoubtedly based on unreliable reports of
Reitter (1916) (from Prussia) and Leśniak (1987)
(generally from Poland). These records were also
considered as unreliable by authors of the
Catalogus faunae Poloniae (Burakowski et al
1995), because no evidence specimens are found
in Polish collections.

In the main Polish entomological collection, the
specimens of M. caucasica are very rare. Eight
specimens have been found in the collection of
the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of
Animals of the Polish Academy of Sciences in
Krakow – more specifically, in the collection of S.
Smreczyński. All specimens are labelled: leg.
Heidenreich; 2 June 1935; Dessau S.Bg. The
name of locality (Dessau S.Bg) probably refers
to Dessau, a town in the Saxony-Anhalt region
in Germany. In other museums’ collections
(Wroclaw University, Nature Museum in Bytom,
Institute of Zoology of the Polish Academy of
Science in Warsaw) no specimen of this species
has been found.

Detailed biology of M. caucasica is unknown.
Associated with a few species of elms (Ulmus
spp.). In France the species was collected from
Ulmus scabra (Tempére & Péricart 1989), in
Ukraine reared from branches of U. carpinifolia
(= U. minor) (Nazarenko 2010).

M. caucasica is a very characteristic weevil and
easy to distinguish from other species of the same
genus. The species is large (4.5-6.5 mm), and its
body is entirely blackish. Rostrum elongate,

slightly curved. Pronotum with pair of character-
istic, distinctive, semilunar keel, located near api-
cal angle (fig. 1). Detailed description of morphol-
ogy with key to Central European species can be
found in the key of Smreczyński (1972).

M. caucasica has been collected for the first time
in Poland in the course of the field research for
longhorn beetle (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) car-
ried out by Anna Szewkienicz in the vicinity of
Krempna (SW Poland).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

In Ożenna, in the area of military cemetery No 3
(Fig. 3), is growing specimen of Scots elm (Ulmus
glabra), circumference in height of 1.3 m is ca.
160 cm. The tree is in good condition, without
hollows and side necrosis. For cultivation the
branches with ca 40 cm long and 2 cm, diameter
were collected. The wood of branch was hard,
and bark adheres well to a white. After breaking
into three pieces, the branch was deposited in
plastic container kept at room temperature (ca
230C). After 11 days, we observed first specimens
of M. caucasica. At the same time, also other
species from the genus (M. armigera) were
reared, which may suggest that both species have
a similar life cycle and related requirements for
colonized wood material.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Below, we present detailed information on dis-
covery of this species in Poland in the area of
Low Beskids (Fig. 1).

East Beskids: Low Beskids, Ożenna, military
cementary No 3, GPS: N: 49025’37.33", E:
21027’53.34", UTM: EV37; 01 V 2012, ex cult.
Ulmus glabra, 11-12 V 2012, 7 exx; leg. A.
Szewkienicz, det. M.A. Mazur, coll. M.A. Mazur
& T. Olbrycht.

A discovery of M. caucasica in Poland is not a
surprise because the species has been found in
neighbouring countries.. A small number of
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Fig. 1. Locality of Magdalis caucasica in Poland

Fig. 2 . Magdalis caucasica – general habitus and characteristic feature (red arrow) (fot. M.A.
Mazur)
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known localities of this species may be associ-
ated with its preference for the old elm speci-
mens and feeding larvae in the branches located
in the upper parts of the tree canopy. This type
of life cycle could cause problems with collect-
ing this species.

In Germany the species is known from towns and
one nature reserve, where one may often find old
and high specimens of elms. Reports from
Kharkov in Ukraine come from species reared
from dead branches taken from upper parts of
the tree canopy (Terekhova 2008). Also known
localities of the species in Slovakia come from
semi natural forest (Benedikt et al 2010), and these
authors treat M. caucasica as a relict species,
typical of warm, and close to natural, forests.

Collecting weevils Not by using natural meth-
ods (e.g. using the net), but instead through, rear-
ing specimens from wood material may lead to a
discovery of more localities of this species, no-
tably in the southern parts of Poland.
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